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Brief Notes 207 

around", "all about". A goodly number of Semitic words 

meaning "girdle", by the way, are derivatives of verbs whose 

meanings express exactly this idea. The fact that "binden, 

umbinden" comes near to the meaning of the stem *B33, and 

has the same consonantic skeleton is merely accidental. 
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A note regarding the garment called ^Jo and its etymology 

Ibn-Batutah narrates that "the people of Mecca possess 
elegance and neatness in their garments. They wear mostly 
white ones and among their costumes are seen the clean and 
immaculate ^oj garments": ^ Ailks" 5 ^iyj» ?4j JS** Jjt\j 

The ^,jo is described as a gubbah (&2aL) or dir' ig\>), being 
short and sleeveless. This sleeveless tunic may be the one 
represented already in the Egyptian monuments (vide Rosellini, 
Monumenti civ., I, pi. LXVII), which show a Beduin's garment 
reaching from the arm-pit to the knees. About the waist down 
it was wrapped twice, and one lower corner of the wrapping 
was fastened to the girdle. 

The word £>jo, of course, has no etymological connection 
with ^jo "body", Hebrew ]$n, although Lane, in his Dictionary, 
for instance, discusses the word in one and the same article 
with £>jo "body". The word ^oo meaning "a short sleeveless 
tunic" goes back to a root bdn which has been preserved in 

Egyptian ( J^3& \^\dn>' and which here 

has the meaning "to tie, to bind". Bdn in its turn is a 
transposed form of the verb but, Semitic *tM3, of which I spoke 
in my note on bittu. 

The name, therefore, would show that the ^>jo garment, 
like the shimlah, for instance, which is also represented in the 
Egyptian monuments, is a very old costume, although there 
is no doubt that it, like other garments, was subject to deve- 
lopment in the course of time. 
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